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TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, UN, NO 

SUB J : LOS: POSSIBLE EFFORT TO INVITE PRG TO PARTICIPATE 
IN LAW OF SEA CONFERENCE 

REF: A. STATE 216882; B. OSLO 4066 (NOTAL) 

1. MEETING WITH DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS VIBE ON 
NOVEMBER 5 ON OTHER BUSINESS, DCM EXPRESSED OUR GRAVE CONCERN OVER 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM(PRG) MIGHT BE INVITED BY THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

TO ATTEND THE LOS CONFERENCE. VIBE RESPONDED DEFENSIVELY TO DCM'S 
PRESENTATION WHICH COVERED THE POINTS CONTAINED IN REFTEL A, AND 
SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER DECISION TO ABSTAIN COULD BE CHANGED. 

2. VIBE SOUGHT TO JUSTIFY NORWAY'S ABSTENTION ON THIS QUESTION BY 
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GING NORWAY TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH SAIGON. VIBE SAID THAT NOR 
WEGIAN PUBLIC OPINION WOULD HAVE TROUBLE UNDERSTANDING GOVERNMEN- 
TAL DECISION TO OPPOSE INVITATION TO INVITE PRG TO PARTICIPATE 
IN LOS CONFERENCE. 

3. SPEAKING IN PERSONAL CAPACITY, DCM STRESSED THE IRRESPONSI 
BILITY OF INTRODUCING HIGHLY POLITICAL ISSUE INTO SUCH AN IMPOR- 
TANT SUBSTANTIVE CONFERENCE. HE NOTED THAT THE USG ALSO RECEIVES 
MANY COMPLAINTS, SOME OF THEM INVOLVING THE UNITED NATIONS; HE 
WAS FRANK TO SAY THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS OFTEN HARD PRESSED TO 
EXPLAIN TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC ACTION TAKEN AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
WHICH APPEAR IRRESPONSIBLE. COUNTRIES WHICH ARE AS CONCERNED AS 
NORWAY, TO STRENGTHEN THE AUTHORITY AND COMPETENCE OF THE UN 
SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATION OF ACTIONS WHICH 
STRENGTHEN DISILLUSIONMENT REGARDING THE UN AMONG THOSE IN CON- 
GRESS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR FUNDING A GOOD SHARE OF ITS OPER 
ATIONS. 

4. VIBE AGREED THAT THE PRECEDENT OF INVITING THE PRG WAS AN UN- 
DESIRABLE ONE. HE RECALLED FOREIGN MINISTER FRYDENLUND'S QUERY 
CONCERNING THE VOTE COUNT ON THIS QUESTION (REFTEL B ). WHILE DCM 
SAID HE HAD NOT YET RECEIVED ANY INFORMATION ON THIS POINT, HE 
NOTED THAT IT IS THE EMBASSY'S UNDERSTANDING THAT NORWAY'S DECI- 
SION TO ABSTAIN OR VOTE "NO" WILL INFLUENCE THE VOTE OF ICELAND 
AND AUSTRIA. VIBE SAID IN CONCLUSION THAT NORWAY WOULD CERTAINLY 
REVIEW ITS POSITION ON THIS QUESTION, IN THE LIGHT OF THE EMBASSY'S 
DEMARCHE, BUT HE COULD NOT SAY WHAT THE OUTCOME WOULD BE. 

BYRNE 
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